


Contemporary art in the primary curriculum-
connecting with artworks, galleries and artists

� Broadening notion of what we 
mean by art

� Responding in different ways and 
through different subject areas

� Contemporary art in a thematically 
organised curriculum 

� Children working alongside 
contemporary artists

� Partnerships with galleries



Creativity as a route to engage with 
contemporary art 

� Making the links between 
contemporary art, art in the 
curriculum and  creativity

� Exploring ways of helping learners 
both to engage with the work of 
contemporary artists and to 
develop their own practice



Creativity is 

� imaginative, 
� purposeful  (directed at achieving 

an objective), 
� original 
� valuable  (in relation to its 

objective)

Creativity



Creativity is 

� questioning and challenging
� making connections and seeing 

relationships
� envisaging what might be
� exploring ideas, keeping options 

open
� reflecting critically on ideas, 

actions and outcomes.

Creativity



A creativity continuum
� Open, proactive, 

personally generated, 
exploratory, divergent, 
norm referenced, …

� Closed, known, 
reactive, knowledge 
based, remembering, 
convergent, criterion  
referenced, …



spotting creativity                   ‘arts work’ t hat enables pupils to 

� questioning and challenging

� making connections and 
seeing relationships

� envisaging what might be

� exploring ideas, keeping 
options open

� reflecting critically on ideas, 
actions and outcomes.

� engage with the experience 

� commit themselves to their 
work and make it their own 

� achieve success 

� be recognised for their 
success 

� actively and independently 
seek further arts experiences 

Share an example that captures 
at least one point from each column – see notes for 

further detail 

QCA 



The Primary Review
Five of the twelve components of an 

effective curriculum 
� promotes a wide repertoire of 

teaching and learning approaches
� is presented to challenge, inspire, 

engage and motivate all learners
� promotes coherent personal 

development
� articulates the essential knowledge, 

understanding, skills and attitudes 
in more coherent areas of learning

� is a common national framework to 
promote flexibility and personalisation

� Successful learners

� Confident individuals

� Responsible citizens

More detail on the handout



What themes or ideas could 
these images provide?



Some themes worth exploring?

� Transformation – form, setting, scale, 
nature, 

� Exploration – a scientific approach, of 
materials, of techniques, of boundaries, 
making and breaking the rules, raising 
questions, …

� Engaging – drawing others in, exploring 
the producer / work / viewer triangle,

� Reading art – developing the vocabulary 
and tools to both understand and explain

� Changing forms – hiding or transforming
� Series and repetition
� Similarity and difference
� Narrative – ways of revisiting and 

reconstructing, personal, social, current, 
past, future, mythical, archetypal, … 

� Mood – humour, shock, serious, …
� Cross curricular and cross art form 

associations, links  and explorations
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